
LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR CRIMINAL MATTERS

Berry & Berry seeking justice for 250 years

Legal Assistance is a system of government funding 
for those who cannot afford to pay for legal advice, 
assistance and representation

Different Kinds of Legal Assistance

• Legal Advice and Assistance covers advice and help with any legal 
problem and in some cases assistance by way of representation

• Criminal Legal Assistance is available for almost all criminal offences
• In addition, duty solicitors are available at most magistrates courts 

and police stations and offer free legal advice
• A court may grant non-means tested representation for some court 

proceedings

Legal Services Commission
We are a contract holder with the Legal Services Commission and we 
are authorised to work under the Legal Services Commission contract 
providing free legal advice and assistance in appropriate cases.

Qualifying for Legal Assistance
There are many different tests for different types of Legal Assistance.  
We can quickly and efficiently lead you through the maze and advise you
as to your suitability and your eligibility for funding.

As contract holders, we have special powers not available to non-contract
holders to help you with your ‘Legal Assistance’ application.

Criminal Legal Assistance For Criminal Offences
You are able to obtain Legal Assistance for most criminal offences and
a solicitor can, if necessary, come and see you at a police station. Berry &
Berry has practicing solicitors on the panel and the duty solicitor scheme.
In most circumstances, we can represent you for no fee. 

We will investigate your case thoroughly and ensure a properly completed
application for Assistance is made. If you are held in custody at a police
station, you will get free advice and again, our panel solicitor or duty 
solicitor can advise you on the telephone or come and see you at the
police station in appropriate circumstances.

The Benefit to You 
As part of our code of client care, we will ensure that you are properly
advised about all aspects of legal costs should these arise at any time 
during the proceedings. We will advise you how any changes in your 
financial circumstances may affect the contribution you pay towards legal
costs. We will always ensure that your case is handled and managed cost
effectively. 

If you have a problem and would like advice about Legal Assistance then
you should contact us to explore the situation and agree a course of
action. Our experienced and qualified team is available for representation
during office hours on(Monday to Friday 9.00am to 5.30) on the telephone
numbers below or outside these hours by contacting the 24-hour 
emergency service on telephone number 07528 270 096

&BERRY

BERRY
S O L I C I T O R S Emai l :  mai l@the-sol ic i tors .co.uk  www.the-sol ic i tors .co.uk

11 Church Road 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TN1 1JA

Tel: 01892 526344  
Fax: 01892 511223

185 High Street
Tonbridge
Kent TN9 1BX

Tel: 01732 355911  
Fax: 01732 355191

3 Tonbridge Road
Maidstone
Kent ME16 8RL

Tel: 01622 690777  
Fax: 01622 662555

Suite 100, 70 Churchill Square 
Business Centre, Kings Hill, 
West Malling ME19 4YU  

Tel: 01732 897925
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